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The European Institute of the Mediterranean ( IEMed) founded in 1989, is a consortium 

comprising the Government of Catalonia, the Spanish Ministry of Foreign Affairs and 

Cooperation and the Barcelona City Council. It incorporates civil society through 

its Board of Trustees and its Advisory Council formed by Mediterranean universities, 

companies, organisations and personalities of renowned prestige.

In accordance with the principles of the euro-Mediterranean Partnership’s 

Barcelona Process, and today with the objectives of the Union for the Mediterranean 

the aim of the IEMed is to foster actions and projects which contribute to mutual 

understanding, exchange and cooperation between the different Mediterranean 

countries, societies and cultures as well as to promote the progressive 

construction of a space of peace and stability, shared prosperity and dialogue 

between cultures in the Mediterranean.  Adopting a clear role as think tank 

specialised in Mediterranean relations based on a multidisciplinary and networking 

approach, the IEMed encourages analysis, understanding and cooperation through 

the organisation of seminars, research projects, debates, conferences and 

publications, in addition to a broad cultural programme. 
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The European Institute of the Mediterranean (IEMed) is conducting a yearly survey 

of actors and experts in the Euro-Mediterranean relations to assess the progress, 

achievements and shortcomings of the Barcelona Process. This activity is part of 

the programme “Promoting mutual awareness, understanding and cooperation 

between the European Union (EU) and the European Neighbourhood Region (South)” 

(EuropeAid/125411/ACT/C/Multi- Lot3), co-funded by the European Union through the 

European Neighbourhood and Partnership Instrument (ENPI) regional track. 

Such a project cuts across the IEMed mission as an actor in the dialogue between the 

EU and the Mediterranean countries and a think tank analysing Euro-Mediterranean 

relations, proposing and disseminating policy options and contributing to the 

building of a true Euro-Mediterranean area. 

The Survey focuses on perceptions of the experts who are directly involved in 

the Euro-Mediterranean Partnership (EMP). So far policy-makers do not have such 

an instrument available to assess results, orient policies and mobilise actors and 

experts and ultimately public opinion throughout the region. The Survey is also 

meant to increase the visibility of the EMP, pointed out in the Euro-Mediterranean 

Conference of Foreign Affairs Ministers held in Marseilles in November 2008 as a vital 

element “for its public understanding and acceptance, as well as its accountability 

and legitimacy.” Specific attention will be devoted to gender issues throughout the 

whole process of analysis and assessment, and a significant level of participation of 

women in the Survey will be ensured.
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